It was, he said, another record year, of which they had had a good many during their 32 years of existence, and he was glad to say they were in a better position than ever. He would like to refer to the efforts continually being made to show that the hospitals were on their last legs, and that the voluntary system was coming to grief. During the week he had seen a letter from a gentleman who said he had been a member of one of the great funds, in which he asserted that in ten years the hospitals would be on the rates. He was quite sure they would not agree with that. (Hear, hear.) The address was received with much applause, after which Mr. Hastings Medhurst moved a vote of thanks to Professor Woodhead, and suggested that the facts set forth in the paper should be taught in the public elementary schools to the children so that they might have a better chance of leading useful and happy lives. Dr. Gambier seconded, and gave it as his experience at Eversfield Hospital that the substitution of milk for alcohol always resulted in a marked change for the better in the patients.
The resolution was carried with applause, end a vote of thanks to the Chairman concluded the proceedings.
